
  DE-FOA-0001953 – STINPA  
Topic S – TOPOLOGY FAQ 

Questions can be sent to ARPA-E-CO@hq.doe.gov 

Deadline for questions to ARPA-E CO: 5 PM ET, 11/13/2020  
 
 

 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
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PLEASE REFER TO THE GENERAL FAQS SECTION OF ARPA-E’S WEBSITE (https://arpa-
e.energy.gov/faqs/general-questions) FOR ANSWERS TO MANY GENERAL QUESTIONS ABOUT ARPA-E 

AND ARPA-E’S FUNDING OPPORTUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS.  ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS SPECIFIC TO 

THIS FOA ONLY ARE INCLUDED BELOW.  PLEASE REVIEW ALL EXISTING GENERAL FAQS AND FOA-

SPECIFIC QUESTIONS BEFORE SUBMITTING NEW QUESTIONS TO ARPA-E.   

I. Full Application Phase Questions: 

Q1.  Is there a distinction assumed between shape optimization vs topology 

optimization, or are the terms considered to be interchangeable? 
ANSWER:   Shape Optimization is often concerned with changes and modifies of the position of the 
boundary.  Topology Optimization often allows one to modify the design domain, including material 
distribution for a given object. 
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